
WEATHERING THE STORM IN ERSAMA

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM-ORIENTED STUDY MATERIAL | LATEST CBSE SYLLABUS

& PATTERN

A. Chapter Overview

Author: Harsh Mander (Famous Author &
Social Activist)

Main Theme: The realization of innate
leadership, collective resilience, and
community coordination during natural
crises. It traces a young boy's journey from
absolute personal trauma to becoming an
absolute savior of an entire community. 

Core Moral / Message:

True leadership is built through personal
initiative and empathy rather than age or
social titles. Active community coordination
is highly vital for collective survival,
demonstrating that helping others heals our
own deep trauma. 

Important Characters: The Catalyst

Prashant: A 19-year-old dynamic
protagonist. Despite losing his mother, he
chooses to push past personal grief to
organize, protect, and heal thousands of
disaster victims.

The Villagers: The survivors of Kalikuda
village who transform from helpless grief
victims into an organized team.

Key Learning Outcomes

Understand the severe psychological and
material destruction caused by natural
disasters.

Recognize the importance of taking
initiative during local emergencies.

Appreciate community-based
rehabilitation over impersonal
government institutions.

B. Very Short Answer Questions (1 Mark)

1. Who is the main character of the story?

→ Prashant, a brave and empathetic 19-year-old boy.

2. Where did Prashant go on 27 October 1999?

→ To the coastal block headquarters of Ersama to visit a school friend.

3. What natural disaster struck Orissa in the story?

→ A catastrophic super cyclone.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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4. How long did the heavy cyclone winds last?

→ For approximately thirty-six hours continuous duration.

5. What was the peak speed of the wind during the cyclone?

→ 350 kilometers per hour.

6. Where did Prashant and his friend's family take immediate shelter?

→ On the open brick roof of the friend's flooded house.

7. What saved them from absolute starvation during the storm?

→ Tender coconuts harvested from two uprooted trees that crashed onto their roof.

8. How far was Prashant's native village (Kalikuda) from Ersama?

→ A distance of eighteen kilometers through flooded landscape.

9. What did Prashant use to find his way through the deep floodwaters?

→ A long, sturdy wooden stick to gauge depth and trace paths.

10. What gruesome sights did Prashant see floating in the water?

→ Bloated animal carcasses and swollen human corpses floating in every direction.

11. Where did Prashant finally locate his family survivors?

→ At a makeshift Red Cross disaster relief shelter.

12. How many people were huddled in that specific shelter?

→ About 2,500 traumatized survivors.

13. How did children signal helicopters for emergency food drops?

→ They lay backward on the sand with empty metallic utensils balanced on their stomachs.

14. What group activities did Prashant organize to keep children positive?

→ Sports events, especially friendly cricket matches.

15. What helped Prashant heal emotionally after his massive losses?

→ Immersing himself completely in helping and organizing other suffering survivors.

C. Short Answer Questions (2–3 Marks)

1. What was the date of the super cyclone? Why is it historically significant?

→ The super cyclone hit on 27 October 1999. It remains historically significant because it stands as
one of the worst weather disasters to ever strike coastal Odisha, destroying hundreds of coastal
towns, killing thousands of citizens, and altering entire ecosystems.
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2. Describe the massive destruction caused by the super cyclone in Ersama.

→ The storm brought terrifying 350 km/h winds and a massive tidal wave that swept far inland. It
tore down houses, uprooted century-old trees, and left a muddy brown sheet of water over
everything. Dead animals and human bodies floated through the flooded landscape, painting a
picture of total destruction.

3. How did Prashant and his friend's family survive on the open roof?

→ They spent two terrifying days exposed to freezing wind and rain, huddled together on the brick
roof. Fortunately, two coconut trees crashed onto the house, and the tender coconuts provided them
with vital food and water, keeping them from starving.

4. Why did Prashant decide to return to his village despite the extreme dangers?

→ Prashant had already lost his mother seven years prior, and the terrifying storm made him panic
for the safety of his remaining family. Unable to handle the stress of not knowing their fate, he
chose to brave the flooded roads to search for them.

5. Whom did Prashant meet on his way to Kalikuda, and how did they navigate the journey?

→ He met two friends of his uncle who were also trying to return home. Pushing forward as a team,
they used long sticks to feel for the road beneath the deep water, facing the awful task of pushing
away floating human bodies and animal carcasses along the way.

6. What did Prashant find when he finally reached his home village of Kalikuda?

→ He found his village completely flattened, with his family's home reduced to twisted roofing
material tangled in tree branches. He eventually hurried to the crowded Red Cross shelter, where
he was relieved to find his grandmother and siblings alive.

7. How did Prashant arrange food for the starving survivors at the shelter?

→ Recognizing that people had eaten nothing but wild leaves for four days, Prashant brought
together a team of youth and elders. They went to a wealthy local merchant and successfully
pressured him into donating his stock of rice, allowing them to cook a hot meal for everyone in the
shelter.

8. What shocking conditions did Prashant find inside the cyclone shelter?

→ The shelter was in a terrible state, overcrowded with 2,500 people living among mud, urine,
vomit, and uncollected dead bodies. Many survivors were injured or sinking into deep emotional
grief.

9. How did Prashant clear the shelter's health and sanitation crisis?

→ He organized a volunteer squad of young people to clean up the filth, vomit, and animal bodies.
They also took charge of basic first aid, dressing wounds and setting broken bones for the injured
survivors.
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10. Explain the creative method used by the youth task force to secure regular food drops.

→ When military helicopters stopped dropping supplies, Prashant's team came up with a clever
plan. They had children lie down in the sand with empty bowls balanced on their stomachs,
sending a clear message to passing pilots that they were starving. The trick worked, and regular
food drops started up again.

11. What initiatives did Prashant take to help orphaned children?

→ He gathered the orphaned children, set up a large plastic shelter for them, and organized
community women to handle their daily meals and emotional care, protecting them from isolation.

12. Why did Prashant encourage grieving women to join the food-for-work programme?

→ Prashant realized that many women were sinking into dark depression. He pushed them to join a
"food-for-work" program run by an NGO, knowing that staying busy with community work would
help them process their grief and find a sense of purpose again.

13. Why did Prashant oppose separate government institutions for widows and orphans?

→ He strongly resisted separate centers, arguing that orphans would grow up without real love or
emotional support, while widows would face isolation and social stigma. He believed that splitting
them from the village would create long-term psychological scars.

14. What alternative solution did Prashant's team build instead of institutionalization?

→ They built a community-based foster system where childless widows took in and raised
orphaned children. This arrangement gave both groups the love, emotional security, and sense of
belonging they desperately needed.

15. How did helping others heal Prashant's personal grief?

→ By dedicating all his time to organizing food, cleaning shelters, and comforting others, Prashant
simply had no time left to dwell on his own pain. Active community service became a powerful
form of therapy, helping him process his losses.

CBSE Class 9 English • Weathering the Storm in Ersama • Revision Guide Page 4 of 11



D. Long Answer Questions (4–6 Marks)

1. Describe the super cyclone and its devastating effects on the people of Orissa as depicted in
the chapter.

→ The super cyclone that hit Odisha on 27 October 1999 was one of the worst natural disasters in
modern Indian history. For thirty-six hours, winds screamed at 350 kilometers per hour, bringing
heavy rain and a massive ocean wave that rushed far inland. This created a dangerous, muddy
brown flood that covered the entire landscape. 
The destruction was absolute. Century-old trees were torn up and crashed into buildings, and only
a few concrete houses were left standing. Swollen human bodies and animal carcasses floated
through the waters, creating a horrific scene. The storm destroyed hundreds of villages, leaving
thousands dead and survivors homeless, starving, and deeply traumatized by the sudden loss of
their families and livelihood.

2. Trace Prashant's journey from Ersama to Kalikuda after the cyclone. What challenges did he
face?

→ Prashant faced an incredibly difficult eighteen-kilometer journey back to his home village.
Armed only with a long wooden stick to test the water's depth, he waded through deep, moving
floodwaters. He was eventually joined by two friends of his uncle, and together they had to push
through terrible obstacles. 
They constantly had to push away floating bodies of men, women, children, and animals to clear a
path. Every village they passed was completely flattened, with barely a wall left standing.
Overwhelmed by the scale of death around him, Prashant frequently broke down and wept,
terrified that his family could not have survived such a catastrophe. Yet, driven by love, he kept
moving forward through the dangerous waters.

3. How did Prashant emerge as a leader for his village? Describe the various steps he took to
help the survivors.

→ Prashant became a true leader by stepping up when everyone else was paralyzed by shock. He
brought together a group of young people and elders to pressure a local merchant into opening his
rice storage, ensuring 2,500 starving survivors finally got a meal. He then put together a volunteer
team to clean the shelter of mud, vomit, and uncollected bodies, while providing basic medical care
to the injured. 
To bring in regular supplies, he had children lie in the sand with empty bowls on their stomachs to
signal relief helicopters. He also built plastic shelters for orphans and created a foster family
system where childless widows cared for parentless kids, showing incredible empathy and
organization throughout the crisis.
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4. Explain Prashant's stance against government institutionalization of widows and orphans.
Why was his alternative better?

→ Prashant strongly fought the government's plan to build separate institutional orphanages and
widow homes. He understood that these cold, bureaucratic environments would cause deep
emotional harm, leaving children to grow up without affection and widows to face isolation and
social stigma. 
Instead, he championed a community-focused foster system. By pairing childless widows with
orphaned children within their own village, he created loving new families. This alternative gave
children real emotional support and gave widows a renewed sense of purpose, helping both groups
heal through love and shared connection rather than face isolation.

5. Detail the challenges faced by survivors after the cyclone, and how Prashant addressed them.

→ Prashant systematically tackled a series of critical post-disaster challenges through practical
community action: 

Crisis / Challenge The Real-World Condition Prashant's Strategic Intervention

Starvation
2,500 people had eaten nothing
but wild leaves for four days.

Formed an action group to pressure a
merchant into donating rice for the
camp.

Sanitation & Health
The camp was covered in mud,
vomit, urine, and uncollected
dead bodies.

Led a youth squad to clean the camp
and treat the wounds of injured
survivors.

Supply Delays
Military helicopters stopped
dropping food after their initial
run.

Had children lie in the sand with
empty bowls on their stomachs to
signal pilots.

Grief & Depression
Women were overwhelmed by
sorrow and loss.

Got them involved in an NGO's food-
for-work program to give them a
sense of purpose.

Child Trauma
Orphaned children were left
terrified and completely alone.

Set up plastic shelters and organized
sports and cricket matches to lift their
spirits.

E. Character Sketches

1. Prashant (The Vanguard of Youth Initiative)

Prashant is a shining example of courage, resourcefulness, and deep empathy. At just nineteen, he
steps up to lead during a historic crisis while older adults are paralyzed by grief. He shows incredible
physical bravery by navigating kilometers of flooded roads, and his organizational skills help save
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thousands from starvation and disease. His leadership is grounded in emotional intelligence; he
understands that survivors need love and community connection just as much as they need food, and
his dedication to helping others ultimately helps him heal his own personal grief.

2. The Women of Kalikuda (The Pillars of Resilience)

The women of the village go through a profound emotional journey in the story. Initially crushed by
the loss of their homes and families, they are trapped in deep grief. Under Prashant's encouragement,
they step up to become the caregivers for the village's orphaned children, providing food and
emotional support. By joining the food-for-work programs, they show incredible resilience,
transforming from helpless victims into active leaders who help rebuild their community.

F. Theme-Based Deep Dive

1. The Power of Youth in Crisis Management:
The story challenges the idea that leadership belongs only to elders. Prashant shows that young
people bring vital energy, creativity, and determination to disaster response. His innovative ideas,
like using children to signal helicopters, prove that the youth can be powerful leaders when
traditional systems break down.

2. Collective Cooperation over Individualism:
The text shows that survival depends on working together as a community. When individuals act
alone out of fear, supplies are hoarded and chaos grows. By bringing youths and elders together
into an organized team, Prashant proves that a united community can solve massive issues like
starvation and sanitation far better than any single person.
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G. Extract-Based Questions

“He was just nineteen years old. Shocked by the severe grief of his village, he decided to step in as a
leader if no one else did. He organized a group of youths and elders...” 

Q1. What specific crisis prompted this 19-year-old boy to assume command?

→ The absolute destruction of Kalikuda village by the super cyclone, which left 2,500 people
starving and hopeless without any organized leadership.

Q2. What leadership quality is shown by bringing together both youths and elders?

→ He shows great inclusive leadership, combining the energy and drive of the youth with the
wisdom and respect of the village elders to build a stronger team.

H. Competency-Based Questions

1. If your coastal city was facing an unexpected severe storm warning, what immediate steps
would you take to organize your school community?

→ I would work with the school administration to set up an emergency communication tree using
basic offline channels. I would map out the school building as a temporary shelter, inventorying
first aid kits and clean water supplies, and assign older students to specific teams for
communication, food tracking, and basic first aid readiness.

I. CBSE Pattern Previous-Year Style Questions

1. What severe havoc did the super cyclone create across coastal Odisha? (2 Marks)

→ The storm flattened hundreds of coastal villages, killed thousands of people, uprooted trees, and
left a toxic layer of floodwater everywhere, leaving survivors completely homeless and starving.

2. How did Prashant use children to solve the shelter's supply shortage? (3 Marks)

→ Prashant had children lie down in the sand with empty metallic bowls balanced on their
stomachs. This clever visual signal caught the attention of passing relief pilots, prompting them to
start dropping regular food and medical supplies.
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3. Write a comprehensive 5-mark character sketch of Prashant, focusing on his journey through
crisis. (5 Marks / 80 Words)

→ Prashant is an inspiring nineteen-year-old boy who grows into a courageous community leader
during a historic natural disaster. Showing great physical and emotional bravery, he walks eighteen
kilometers through dangerous floodwaters to ensure his family's safety. When he finds his village
in chaos, he takes charge, organizing food drives, cleaning up dangerous filth, and setting up foster
families for widows and orphans. His empathy, determination, and creative problem-solving show
that young people have immense potential to lead, proving that dedicating ourselves to others is a
powerful way to heal our own grief.

J. Value-Based Questions

1. What deep truth does the chapter reveal about using community service to heal from
personal loss?

→ The story proves that helping others is a powerful path to personal healing. By focusing
entirely on relieving the pain of those around him, Prashant finds the strength to process his own
grief, showing that altruism can transform individual tragedy into shared resilience.

K. HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills) Questions

1. Analyze why the village elders initially failed to take charge, leaving a nineteen-year-old to
step up as leader.

→ The older adults were likely completely overwhelmed by the trauma of losing their homes,
livelihoods, and generations of hard work. Severe shock can paralyze our ability to act. A younger
person like Prashant, unburdened by years of property ownership, can sometimes process trauma
faster, allowing them to channel their energy into taking risks and finding creative solutions.

L. One-Page Quick Revision Notes

Core Synopsis & Quick Reference

The Crisis Loop: Visit to Ersama → 350 km/h Super Cyclone → Survival on Roof via Coconuts →
Dangerous 18 km Walk → Sights of Floating Bodies → Arrival at Red Cross Shelter → Merchant
Food Drive → Sanitation Cleanup → Bowl Signals → Rejection of Orphanages → Creation of Foster
Families → Personal Healing.

Essential Keywords for Answer Writing:

Super Cyclone Community Foster Families Youth Initiative Food-for-Work

Red Cross Shelter Sanitation Volunteer Psychological Healing
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M. Exam Booster Section: Top 20 High-Probability Questions

No. Core Question Focus Area Exam Probability Weight

1
The massive destruction and loss of life caused by the super
cyclone

Most Important Question

2
How Prashant managed his dangerous 18 km journey through
floodwaters

Most Important Question

3
Why Prashant opposed separate government orphanages and
widow homes

Frequently Asked

4 A comprehensive character sketch of Prashant as a young hero Most Important Question

5
How the village community worked together to survive the
crisis

Frequently Asked

6 The vital role played by the women of Kalikuda in relief efforts Frequently Asked

7 How the coconut trees on the roof saved lives during the storm Revision Must-Do

8
The clever bowl-on-stomach trick used to signal relief
helicopters

Most Important Question

9
How Prashant brought together an action group to secure rice
supplies

Frequently Asked

10
How the youth volunteers cleaned up the shelter's sanitation
crisis

Revision Must-Do

11 The exact date, wind speed, and duration of the super cyclone Frequently Asked

12
How helping others helped Prashant process his own personal
grief

Frequently Asked

13
The details of the alternative foster family system built by the
village

Frequently Asked

14
The value of youth leadership when traditional systems break
down

Most Important Question

15
The main challenges faced by survivors in the weeks following
the storm

Revision Must-Do

16 The deeper moral and message of Harsh Mander's narrative Most Important Question
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No. Core Question Focus Area Exam Probability Weight

17
Why the local merchant initially refused to hand over his rice
stock

Medium Weight

18
How sports and cricket matches were used to comfort
traumatized kids

Revision Must-Do

19
Why elders initially held back from taking charge during the
crisis

High (HOTS Topic)

20
The long-term value of community rehabilitation over
institutions

High (Value-Based)
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