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Chapter 12: Patterns in Life: Diversity and

Classification

Academic Session: 2026–2027 NCERT Science – Exploration Premium Coaching Level

1 & 2. Chapter Overview & Learning Objectives

Core Theme: Exploring the magnificent variety of living organisms and organizing them systematically using biological

classification. Designed for high-scoring conceptual clarity and direct NCERT alignment.

Appreciate the vast biodiversity found on Earth and understand why classification is essential.

Master the rules of Binomial Nomenclature and memorize the Taxonomic Hierarchy.

Distinguish between the Five Kingdoms proposed by R.H. Whittaker and recognize key plant/animal traits.

3, 4 & 5. Introduction & Need for Classification

Earth hosts millions of living organisms ranging from microscopic bacteria to gigantic whales. This incredible variety is

called biodiversity. Tropical regions near the equator possess maximum concentration (biodiversity hotspots).

Why Classification is Necessary?

• Manageability: Makes studying millions of individual species practical.

• Interrelationships: Reveals evolutionary links between groups.

• Universal Communication: Prevents confusion caused by local language names.

• Predictive Value: Group traits help predict characteristics of new members. 

6, 7 & 8. Basis of Classification, Taxonomy & Binomial Nomenclature

Classification relies on fundamental traits: Cell Structure (prokaryotic vs. eukaryotic), Body Organization (unicellular vs.

multicellular), Mode of Nutrition (autotrophic vs. heterotrophic), and Evolutionary History.

Taxonomy: The branch dealing with identification, nomenclature, and classification (Father: Carl Linnaeus).

Rules of Binomial Nomenclature:

1. Generic name (Genus) starts with a capital letter; Specific epithet (species) starts with a small letter.

2. Printed in italics (e.g., Homo sapiens); separately underlined when handwritten (e.g., Homo sapiens). 

9. Taxonomic Hierarchy

Arrangement of categories in descending order:

Kingdom → Phylum (Animals) / Division (Plants) → Class → Order → Family → Genus → Species

• 

• 

• 
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🧠 Memory Trick: King Philip Came Over For Good Soup

*(Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species)* 

10 to 16. Five Kingdom Classification (R.H. Whittaker, 1969) & Viruses

KINGDOM CELL TYPE CELL WALL NUTRITION EXAMPLES

Monera Prokaryotic Present (Non-cellulosic) Auto / Hetero Bacteria, Cyanobacteria

Protista Eukaryotic Present in some Auto / Hetero Amoeba, Paramecium, Diatoms

Fungi Eukaryotic Present (Chitin) Heterotrophic (Saprophytic) Mushroom, Yeast, Penicillium

Plantae Eukaryotic Present (Cellulose) Autotrophic (Photosynthetic) Mosses, Ferns, Angiosperms

Animalia Eukaryotic Absent Heterotrophic (Holozoic) Insects, Fishes, Birds, Mammals

Viruses: Acellular non-living entities outside host cells; active only inside living host bodies. Excluded from Whittaker's

system.

17 & 18. Major Plant and Animal Groups

Plant Groups:

Thallophyta: Un-differentiated body (thallus), mostly aquatic (e.g., Spirogyra).

Bryophyta: Amphibians of plant kingdom; true roots absent, need water for fertilization (e.g., Moss).

Pteridophyta: Differentiated body with vascular tissue, no seeds (e.g., Ferns).

Gymnosperms: Naked seeds, perennial trees (e.g., Pine).

Angiosperms: Flowering plants with seeds enclosed in fruits (Monocots & Dicots).

Animal Phyla Overview: Porifera, Coelenterata, Platyhelminthes, Nematoda, Annelida, Arthropoda (largest), Mollusca,

Echinodermata, Protochordata, and Vertebrata (Pisces, Amphibia, Reptilia, Aves, Mammalia).

19 to 25. Evolution, Conservation & Real-Life Applications

Evolutionary Relationships: Classification reflects phylogeny. Primitive organisms have ancient, simple body plans;

advanced ones are complex.

Conservation: In-situ (National Parks, Sanctuaries) vs. Ex-situ (Botanical Gardens, Zoos). India is a mega-

biodiverse country.

Endemic Species: Restricted to a specific region (e.g., Lion-tailed macaque). Endangered Species: Facing

extinction risk (e.g., Bengal Tiger).

Daily Life / Applications: Lactobacillus in yogurt, yeast in bread, penicillin antibiotic; agricultural crop grouping and

ecological monitoring.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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28 & 29. Quick Flowcharts & Comparison Tables

                  [ FIVE KINGDOM CLASSIFICATION ]
                                 │
         ┌──────────┬────────────┼───────────┬──────────┐
         ▼          ▼            ▼           ▼          ▼
      MONERA     PROTISTA      FUNGI     PLANTAE    ANIMALIA
    (Prokaryotes) (Unicellular (Chitin     (Cellulose (No Cell
                   Eukaryotes)  Cell Wall)  Cell Wall)   Wall)

FEATURE PROKARYOTIC CELLS EUKARYOTIC CELLS

Nucleus Absent (Nucleoid region) Present with nuclear membrane

Membrane Organelles Absent Present (Mitochondria, ER, etc.)

Examples Bacteria, Cyanobacteria Plants, Animals, Fungi, Protists

31, 32 & 33. NCERT Nuggets & Common Student Mistakes

Key NCERT Lines:

• "Classification is closely tied to evolution."

• "Carl Linnaeus introduced Binomial Nomenclature."

• "Viruses form a borderline between living and non-living." 

❌ Common Mistakes Students Make:

• Mistake: Not underlining scientific names when handwritten.

• Correction: Always underline generic and specific names separately when writing by hand, and use *italics* when

typing.

• Mistake: Capitalizing the second word (species name).

• Correction: Species name must always begin with a small letter (e.g., Mangifera indica). 
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