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1. CHAPTER INFORMATION

Chapter Name Winds of Change

Book Kaveri (NCERT Class 9 English - New Syllabus 2026-27)
Source / Author Cultural Ethnographic Essay / NCERT Editorial Unit
Literary Form Prose / Informative Feature Article

Genre Non-Fiction, Cultural Heritage Study, Socio-Cultural Essay

2. ABOUT THE AUTHOR & CONTEXT

"Winds of Change" is an educational feature crafted to introduce students to India's vast craft heritage. The text uses a
descriptive, informative, and reflective tone to trace the historical journey of traditional Indian handicrafts—specifically the
handheld fan (pankha)—and its ongoing evolution in a modernized world.

3. INTRODUCTION & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The essay traces the journey of the traditional handheld fan, known as the pankha (or pankhi), from ancient royal courts and
sacred temple rituals to its current status as a treasured handicraft facing modern technological challenges.

¢ Etymology: The word pankha originates from pankh, meaning a bird's feather.

¢ Historical Evidence: Wall paintings in the Ajanta Caves (dating back to the 2nd century CE) depict early forms of small
plumed fans (pankhi).

¢ Traditional Roles: Used in temples to fan deities, in royal courts to serve monarchs, and in households for daily relief from
heat.

4. CENTRAL IDEA

The core theme revolves around the preservation of traditional Indian craftsmanship amidst rapid technological
advancement. While modern cooling appliances (electric fans, coolers, ACs) have replaced the everyday utility of
pankhas, these handheld fans remain vital symbols of cultural identity, artistic expression, and sustainable livelihoods
for rural and tribal artisans.
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5. DETAILED SUMMARY

The chapter begins by tracing the etymological root of pankha to pankh (feather) and citing historical evidence such as the
2nd-century CE Ajanta cave wall paintings. Historically, pankhas held sacred and royal significance before becoming
essential domestic utility items across India.

As regional trade developed, different communities created distinct variations of the pankha using indigenous, eco-friendly
materials:

+ Rajasthan: Renowned for appliqué work and zardozi embroidery featuring gold metallic threads.

» Gujarat: Famous for mirror-work fans crafted with cotton cloth, glass mirrors, beads, and colorful threadwork.

* Tribal Regions: Crafted from natural bamboo, cane, grass, and palm leaves, decorated with geometric red and white
patterns.

* Royal/Antique Artifacts: Premium versions featured fine silk, ivory, or beaten brass.

With electrification, the utilitarian role of pankhas diminished. However, the craft evolved into an income-generating industry
for home-based women workers and rural artisans. The chapter emphasizes promoting workshops, cultural exhibitions, and
modern design integration to ensure this art form thrives as a sustainable craft.

6. EVOLUTION FLOWCHART

Etymological Origin (Pankh) - Royal & Temple Rituals -  Regional Craft Diversity -

Impact of Electricity -  Cultural Preservation

7. KEY THEMES & ANALYSIS

Theme Core Explanation

Examines how technological advancements challenge traditional artisan crafts while

Tradition vs. Modernit
¥ highlighting the need to maintain cultural roots.

Demonstrates how regional techniques (zardozi, mirror-work, geometric tribal art) reflect

Cultural Diversit
. local heritage across India.

Promotes eco-friendly, natural materials and supports financial independence for rural
and tribal artisans.

Sustainable Livelihood

8. ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY

Word Meaning Synonym Antonym
Etymology Study of word origins Derivation Outcome
Plumed Adorned with feathers Feathered Bare
Indigenous Native to a region Local / Native Foreign
Appliqué Fabric ornamental patchwork Patchwork Plain fabric
Zardozi Gold metallic threadwork Embroidery Plain weave
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Word Meaning Synonym Antonym

Sustainable Environmentally viable Eco-friendly Destructive

9. LITERARY DEVICES

¢ Metaphor: The phrase "Winds of Change" compares cultural and technological shifts to changing wind currents.

¢ Imagery: Rich visual descriptions of vibrant embroidered fabrics, sparkling mirror-work, and gold thread patterns.

*

Contrast: Juxtaposes ancient handcrafted fans with modern electronic cooling appliances.

¢ Alliteration: Repetition of initial consonant sounds in phrases like "beautiful business."

10. QUESTION BANK & ANSWERS

Multiple Choice Questions (1 Mark Each)

Q1. The word 'pankha’ originates from which root word?
(a) Paksha (b) Pankh (c) Patra (d) Pankhi
Answer: (b) Pankh

Q2. Where is early visual evidence of the plumed 'pankhi' found?
(a) Ellora Caves (b) Ajanta Caves (c) Bhimbetka (d) Sanchi Stupa

Answer: (b) Ajanta Caves

Q3. Which state is celebrated for mirror-work handheld fans?
(a) Punjab (b) Gujarat (c) Kerala (d) Assam

Answer: (b) Gujarat

Short Answer Questions (2—3 Marks)

Q4. Why is the pankha considered a cultural symbol rather than merely a functional tool?

Answer:
The pankha represents centuries of Indian heritage, showcasing regional artistry (like zardozi, appliqué, and mirror-work)
and sustainable living through indigenous materials.

Competency-Based Long Answer Question (5 Marks)

Q5. "Technology brings convenience, but it can also erase traditional heritage." Evaluate this statement in
relation to 'Winds of Change'.

Answer:
Modern devices like electric fans and air conditioners have reduced the everyday necessity of handheld fans. While
technology improves physical comfort, it risks displacing traditional crafts and artisan livelihoods.

However, as highlighted in the chapter, traditional art forms can be preserved by adapting them into decorative, eco-
friendly items, host cultural exhibitions, and connect rural craftspeople with modern markets. This creates a balance
where technology and traditional heritage coexist.
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11. ONE-PAGE QUICK REVISION SHEET

Key Exam Highlights

* Core Motif: Handheld Fan (Pankha) - represents art, tradition, and eco-friendly craft.

¢ Historical Evidence: 2nd Century CE Ajanta Cave paintings depicting plumed pankhi.
¢ Regional Styles:
% Rajasthan: Appliqué & Zardozi gold embroidery.

% Guijarat: Mirror-work, beads, and bright embroidery.

% Tribal Areas: Bamboo, cane, grass with red and white geometric patterns.

¢ Preservation Strategy: Host workshops, promote cultural exhibitions, and fuse traditional motifs with modern
aesthetics.
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