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Chapter 4: Food Security in India

PREMIUM STUDY NOTES — EXAM REVISION EDITION

SECTION 1: CHAPTER INTRODUCTION

Meaning of Food Security: Food security is a multi-dimensional concept that goes beyond simply obtaining

two square meals a day. It means ensuring that all people, at all times, have physical, social, and economic

access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active

and healthy life. It is as essential for survival as air is for breathing.

Importance of Food Security: A country requires comprehensive food security infrastructure because food

availability can be disrupted at any moment by systemic shocks. It protects a nation's human capital from the

debilitating effects of sudden food inflation, prevents widespread malnutrition, maintains social stability, and

provides an institutional safety net during crop failures or ecological disturbances.

Food Security in India: Since the late 1960s, India has undergone a major agricultural transformation. By

adopting modern farming practices, the country has successfully avoided large-scale famines even during

periods  of  adverse  weather  conditions.  Today,  India  maintains  a  highly  structured,  dual-component  food

security architecture comprising a strategic grain reserve (Buffer Stock) and an expansive delivery network

(Public Distribution System). Despite achieving macro-level  food self-sufficiency, ensuring micro-level  food

security for every household across all socio-economic groups remains an active policy challenge.

Brief  Overview of  the Chapter: These comprehensive study notes  unpack the core  machinery  of  food

security in India by examining its foundational dimensions: Availability, Accessibility, and Affordability. We will

trace the demographic profiles of society's most vulnerable groups, analyze how natural disasters threaten

regional stability, explore the historical and operational significance of the Green Revolution, evaluate the dual

pillars of India’s food security system managed by the Food Corporation of India (FCI), and review key target

initiatives like the National Food Security Act (NFSA).

SECTION 2: DETAILED EXPLANATION OF CONCEPTS

1. Food Security

The state in  which all  citizens are consistently  guaranteed the physical  and economic means to procure

acceptable-quality food without structural or administrative barriers.

Real-Life Example: A nation where a marginal daily-wage earner can purchase adequate wheat, rice, and

pulses from a nearby outlet at prices aligned with their daily purchasing power enjoys a state of food security.

CBSE Class 9 Economics — Chapter 4: Food Security in India 1



2. Food Availability

The physical presence of food grains across the entire country. This includes total domestic food production,

net  food imports,  and accumulated stock  reserves  carried  forward  from previous  harvest  cycles  in  state

granaries.

Real-Life  Example: Even  if  a  state  experiences  localized  drought,  food  remains  available  if  the  central

government can transport surplus grains from storage hubs in Punjab or Haryana into the affected region.

3. Food Accessibility

The structural condition where food is within the physical and geographical reach of every citizen without

social or spatial discrimination.

Real-Life Example: Setting up a fully functional,  state-subsidized ration shop within walking distance of  a

remote tribal hamlet ensures geographical accessibility.

4. Food Affordability

The economic capacity of an individual or household to buy sufficient, safe, and nutritious food to meet their

dietary needs. This requires that the market prices of  basic commodities match the income levels of  the

population.

Real-Life Example: If open-market wheat prices surge to ₹60 per kg while a low-income family's wage remains

stagnant, wheat becomes unaffordable. If the state provides that same wheat through a welfare program at ₹2

per kg, affordability is restored.

5. Hunger

An active expression of poverty that manifests as an uncomfortable or painful physical sensation caused by a

lack of dietary energy. Hunger is not merely a consequence of poverty; it actively perpetuates it by reducing

an individual's physical capacity to study, work, and earn. It is divided into two distinct dimensions: Chronic

Hunger and Seasonal Hunger.

Chronic Hunger: A persistent, long-term consequence of systematically inadequate diets in terms of both

quantity and quality. 

Real-Life Example: A landless rural laborer who earns low wages year-round and consistently survives on

deficient, low-calorie meals suffers from chronic hunger.

Seasonal Hunger: Hunger linked directly to cyclical patterns of food production and harvesting. 

Real-Life Example: A casual construction worker in an urban center who faces a total lack of employment

during the three months of the monsoon season experiences seasonal hunger.

6. Malnutrition

A physiological  condition that develops when the body does not receive the correct balance of nutrients,

vitamins,  and minerals  required for  healthy  organ function.  It  can occur  even when a  person consumes

enough calories but lacks access to diverse food groups like milk, vegetables, and proteins.

• 

• 
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Real-Life Example: A child whose daily diet consists exclusively of broken rice grains may satisfy their hunger

but will develop malnutrition due to a lack of essential micronutrients and vitamins.

7. Starvation

An extreme, acute manifestation of food insecurity where a total and prolonged lack of food intake forces the

human body to consume its own tissues for energy. Left unchecked, starvation leads to organ failure and

death.

Real-Life Example: During an extended, unmitigated famine where supply chains collapse completely, isolated

populations may experience starvation deaths.

SECTION 3: FOOD SECURITY AND ITS DIMENSIONS

The complete framework of food security relies on three core dimensions. If any single pillar fails, a household

or community falls into food insecurity.

                  ┌─────────────────────────────────────────┐
                  │      THE THREE ESSENTIAL DIMENSIONS     │
                  └────────────────────┬────────────────────┘
                                       │
         ┌─────────────────────────────┼─────────────────────────────┐
         ▼                             ▼                             ▼
┌─────────────────┐           ┌─────────────────┐           ┌─────────────────┐
│  AVAILABILITY   │           │  ACCESSIBILITY  │           │  AFFORDABILITY  │
├─────────────────┤           ├─────────────────┤           ├─────────────────┤
│ Food production │           │ Food is within  │           │ Individuals have│
│ + imports +     │           │ physical reach  │           │ sufficient funds│
│ govt stocks.    │           │ of every person.│           │ to buy food.    │
└─────────────────┘           └─────────────────┘           └─────────────────┘

1. Availability of Food

Meaning: The aggregate volume of food supply present within the physical boundaries of the country.

Importance: It forms the baseline of the supply chain. Without macro-level availability, no distribution system

can function.

NCERT-Based Formula:

Total Availability = Domestic Food Production + Government Grain Stocks + Net Food Imports

2. Accessibility of Food

Meaning: The  absence  of  physical,  geographic,  or  socio-cultural  barriers  that  prevent  individuals  from

obtaining food.

Importance: Even if national silos are overflowing, food security fails if the logistics network cannot reach

distant or marginalized populations.

CBSE Class 9 Economics — Chapter 4: Food Security in India 3



Amartya Sen’s Contribution: Professor Amartya Sen added a major new dimension to food security by

introducing the concept of entitlements. He demonstrated that food security depends on a person's practical

ability to command food using the legal, economic, and social means available to them (including production,

trade, or state welfare programs).

3. Affordability of Food

Meaning: The relationship between a consumer's purchasing power and the price of food items.

Importance: This dimension ensures that  low-income groups are not  priced out of  basic nutrition during

market fluctuations.

NCERT Benchmark: Food security  is  achieved only  when every  individual  has the financial  capacity  to

purchase acceptable-quality food, meaning there is no financial barrier to acquiring basic nutrition.

SECTION 4: WHY FOOD SECURITY IS NEEDED

Even individuals living above the official poverty line can instantly become food insecure when a country faces

a severe national disaster or ecological shock.
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               ┌──────────────────────────────────────────────┐
               │  HOW A NATURAL CALAMITY IMPACTS FOOD SAFETY  │
               └──────────────────────┬───────────────────────┘
                                      │
                                      ▼
               ┌──────────────────────────────────────────────┐
               │    Natural Calamity (e.g., Severe Drought)   │
               └──────────────────────┬───────────────────────┘
                                      │
                                      ▼
               ┌──────────────────────────────────────────────┐
               │   Total Production of Food Grains Decreases  │
               └──────────────────────┬───────────────────────┘
                                      │
                                      ▼
               ┌──────────────────────────────────────────────┐
               │     Widespread Shortage of Food Created      │
               └──────────────────────┬───────────────────────┘
                                      │
                                      ▼
               ┌──────────────────────────────────────────────┐
               │  Open-Market Prices Skyrocket Universally    │
               └──────────────────────┬───────────────────────┘
                                      │
                                      ▼
               ┌──────────────────────────────────────────────┐
               │   Poorer Strata Deprived of Purchasing Power │
               └──────────────────────┬───────────────────────┘
                                      │
                                      ▼
               ┌──────────────────────────────────────────────┐
               │   Starvation Situations Arise (Risk of Famine)│
               └──────────────────────────────────────────────┘

The Mechanism of a Famine

If a natural disaster is widespread and lasts for an extended period, localized food shortages can escalate into

starvation. Widespread starvation, accompanied by contaminated water supplies and epidemics caused by

falling body resistance, can lead to a famine.

The Historical Benchmark: The Bengal Famine of 1943

The most devastating famine recorded in Indian history was the Great Bengal Famine of 1943. It resulted in

the deaths of approximately 3 million (30 lakh) people across the province of Bengal.  The worst-affected

demographic categories included agricultural labourers, fishermen, transport workers, and casual artisans,

whose livelihoods collapsed as the price of rice rose sharply.
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SECTION 5: WHO ARE FOOD-INSECURE PEOPLE?

While food insecurity affects a broad segment of the population, its structural impact is highly concentrated

within specific social and economic groups.

1. Rural Vulnerability Profiles

Landless Agricultural Labourers: Individuals who own no cultivable land and depend entirely on low-

wage seasonal farm work.

Marginal Farmers: Cultivators with tiny, fragmented land parcels that lack irrigation, producing yields

insufficient for household survival.

Traditional Artisans and Service Providers: Weavers, potters, and village craftspersons whose

traditional income streams face structural decline.

Petty Self-Employed Workers and Destitutes: Small-scale rural workers and individuals dependent on

charity or begging.

2. Urban Vulnerability Profiles

Casual Daily-Wage Labourers: Workers employed on a day-to-day basis at construction sites, brick kilns,

or loading docks.

Informal Service Workers: Rickshaw pullers, domestic helpers, street vendors, and ragpickers.

Seasonal Migrants: Workers who move between rural areas and urban peripheries in search of

temporary work, living in overcrowded, sub-standard slum environments without permanent

documentation.

3. Social and Demographic Vulnerabilities

Caste and Social Group Factor: Members of Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and

lower sections of the Other Backward Classes (OBCs) are highly vulnerable to food insecurity. This is often

due to poor land bases or low land productivity.

Gender and Age Disparities (The Internal Household Gap): Within vulnerable families, food is often

distributed unequally. Pregnant and nursing mothers, along with children under five years of age, face the

highest risk of food and nutritional insecurity.

4. Regional Vulnerabilities

The distribution of food-insecure populations varies across the country. Economically backward states with

high poverty rates, low agricultural productivity, and high exposure to natural disasters account for a large

share of India's food-insecure population. The primary areas identified by NCERT include:

Eastern and South-Eastern parts of Uttar Pradesh

Bihar and Jharkhand

Odisha and West Bengal

Chhattisgarh and specific regions of Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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SECTION 6: FOOD SECURITY IN INDIA

Since achieving independence, India has pursued a clear dual strategy: achieving national self-sufficiency in

food grains and building an institutional safety net to manage market volatility.

1. The Green Revolution

Introduced in the late 1960s, the Green Revolution transformed Indian agriculture from subsistence farming

into an industrial production system.

Mechanism: It relied on High-Yielding Variety (HYV) seeds (particularly for wheat and rice), chemical

fertilizers, pesticides, and expanded canal and groundwater irrigation.

Impact: Food grain production increased sharply. In July 1968, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi officially

marked this achievement by releasing a special stamp titled 'Wheat Revolution', followed by similar gains

in rice production. This growth helped India achieve macro-level self-sufficiency and avoid large-scale

famines.

SECTION 7: GOVERNMENT MEASURES FOR FOOD SECURITY

India's  national  food security  strategy relies  on two main pillars:  Buffer  Stock managed by the FCI,  and

delivery via the Public Distribution System (PDS).

                           ┌───────────────────────────────┐
                           │ NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY SYSTEM │
                           └───────────────┬───────────────┘
                                           │
         ┌─────────────────────────────────┴─────────────────────────────────┐
         ▼                                                                   ▼
┌──────────────────────────────────┐                                
┌──────────────────────────────────┐
│        1. BUFFER STOCK           │                                │  2. PUBLIC 
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM   │
├──────────────────────────────────┤                                
├──────────────────────────────────┤
│ • Managed by FCI.                │                                │ • Network of 
~5.5 lakh shops.    │
│ • Procures wheat & rice via MSP. │                                │ • Distributes 
grains at low      │
│ • Stores grains in state silos.  │                                │   subsidized 
"Issue Prices".     │
└──────────────────────────────────┘                                
└──────────────────────────────────┘

Pillar A: The Buffer Stock System (Role of FCI)

Buffer Stock is the strategic reserve of food grains (specifically wheat and rice) procured and maintained by

the government through the Food Corporation of India (FCI).

• 

• 
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The Operational Process:

Announcement of Minimum Support Price (MSP): Before the sowing season begins each year, the

government announces the MSP for key crops. This guaranteed price provides economic protection to

farmers against sudden market drops.

Procurement at Grain Markets: The FCI purchases surplus wheat and rice directly from farmers at

designated procurement centers and food markets (mandis) at the announced MSP.

Storage: The procured grains are transported to centralized warehouses, silos, and storage depots across

the country.

Pillar B: The Public Distribution System (PDS)

The Public Distribution System (PDS) is the delivery network through which the FCI distributes procured food

grains to low-income and vulnerable households.

Fair Price Shops (Ration Shops): Grains are distributed through a nationwide network of approximately 5.5

lakh Fair Price Shops, commonly known as Ration Shops. These outlets stock essential commodities like

wheat, rice, sugar, and kerosene, selling them to ration cardholders at state-subsidized rates called the Issue

Price.

Evolution of PDS Schemes (NCERT Reference)

Universal PDS (Up to 1992): Available to all consumers without income-based targeting.

Revamped PDS (RPDS, 1992): Launched in 1,775 blocks to improve access in remote, hilly, and tribal

regions.

Targeted PDS (TPDS, 1997): Introduced a multi-tier pricing system based on income levels, dividing

beneficiaries into Below Poverty Line (BPL) and Above Poverty Line (APL) categories.

Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY, 2000): Targets the poorest of the poor within the BPL group. Eligible

households receive 35 kg of food grains per month at highly subsidized rates (Rice at ₹3/kg, Wheat at ₹2/

kg).

Annapurna Scheme (APS, 2000): Targets indigent senior citizens who do not receive a social pension,

providing 10 kg of food grains per month free of cost.

National Food Security Act (NFSA, 2013): Expanded food security from a welfare program into a legal

entitlement. It covers up to 75% of the rural population and 50% of the urban population, providing

subsidized food grains to roughly two-thirds of the total population.

SECTION 8: IMPORTANT TERMS & DEFINITIONS

Food Security: Ensuring that all people, at all times, have physical, social, and economic access to

sufficient, safe, and nutritious food.

Buffer Stock: A strategic reserve of food grains (mainly wheat and rice) procured by the government

through the FCI to ensure price stability and emergency supplies.

1. 

2. 

3. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Minimum Support Price (MSP): The pre-announced price paid by the government to farmers for their

crops, designed to protect them from price volatility.

Issue Price: The subsidized price at which food grains are distributed from government stocks to

consumers through ration shops.

Fair Price Shop: A government-regulated retail outlet (ration shop) that distributes essential commodities

to ration cardholders at subsidized rates.

Chronic Hunger: Long-term hunger caused by structurally inadequate diets in terms of quantity or quality,

deeply linked to low income.

Seasonal Hunger: Cyclical hunger linked directly to agricultural sowing and harvesting patterns or

temporary employment drops.

Famine: A severe, widespread shortage of food in a region, resulting in starvation, epidemics, and a sharp

rise in mortality rates.

Entitlements: A concept developed by Amartya Sen referring to the bundle of goods a person can

command using their own production, income, assets, and state provisions.

SECTION 9: NCERT KEY POINTS

💡 CRITICAL EXAM FACTS TO REMEMBER

Bengal Famine Impact: 3 million people died; agricultural laborers and rural artisans suffered the

highest mortality rates.

The 'Wheat Revolution' Stamp: Issued in July 1968 by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi to mark the

country's agricultural gains.

The Ration Card System: Divided into three distinct categories: 

Antyodaya Cards: For the poorest of the poor.

BPL Cards: For households below the official poverty line.

APL Cards: For households above the poverty line.

Distinction Between MSP and Issue Price:

MSP is paid by the government to farmers during procurement.

Issue Price is paid by consumers at ration shops during distribution.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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◦ 
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◦ 
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SECTION 10: TABLES & COMPARISON MATRICES

1. Comparison of Hunger Dimensions

Feature Chronic Hunger Seasonal Hunger

Primary Cause
Persistently low income and structurally

inadequate diets.

Cyclical patterns of agricultural harvesting

or casual work.

Duration Long-term and continuous across the year.
Short-term and recurring during specific

months.

Primary Target

Group

Landless laborers and chronically poor

households.

Marginal farmers and casual urban

construction workers.

2. FCI vs. PDS Operational Comparison

Operational

Attribute
Food Corporation of India (FCI) Public Distribution System (PDS)

Primary Function
Procurement, transportation, and bulk

storage.

Local retail distribution and consumer

delivery.

Operational Price
Operates via the Minimum Support Price

(MSP).
Operates via the Issue Price.

Infrastructure
Centralized purchase centers,

warehouses, and silos.

Neighborhood Fair Price Shops (~5.5 lakh

outlets).

Direction of Flow
Moves food grains from farm to state

granaries.

Moves food grains from granaries to final

households.
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SECTION 11: DIAGRAMS & VISUAL LEARNING NOTES

The Food Grains Logistics Cycle

  [ Farmer Production ]  ──► Sells at harvest markets at Minimum Support Price (MSP)
          │
          ▼
  [ Food Corporation of India ]  ──► Bulk procurement & storage in secure silos
          │
          ▼
  [ Central Allocation ]  ──► Inter-state transport to deficit areas
          │
          ▼
  [ Fair Price Shops (Ration Outlets) ] ──► Distributed via Ration Cards
          │
          ▼
  [ Target Consumer Households ]  ──► Purchased at low subsidized Issue Prices

📝 Diagram Drawing Tip for Exams:

When illustrating the food supply chain, use a vertical  or sequential  flowchart.  Clearly label the two

distinct economic entry points: the MSP at the procurement stage, and the Issue Price at the consumer

distribution stage.

SECTION 12: MEMORY TRICKS

1. Remembering the Three Dimensions of Food Security

Remember the acronym "3As":

A ── Availability (Is there enough food inside the country?)

A ── Accessibility (Can individuals physically reach the food?)

A ── Affordability (Do consumers have the financial capacity to buy it?)

2. Remembering the Key Historical Food Schemes

"Target Very Poor Seniors Legally"

Target ── Targeted PDS (TPDS) ➔ Launched in 1997 (Introduced differential pricing).

Very Poor ── Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) ➔ Launched in 2000 (Targeted the poorest of the poor).

Seniors ── Annapurna Scheme (APS) ➔ Launched in 2000 (Targeted indigent senior citizens).

Legally ── National Food Security Act (NFSA) ➔ Enacted in 2013 (Turned food security into a legal

right).

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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SECTION 13: COMMON MISTAKES STUDENTS MAKE

❌ Confusion Between Hunger and Starvation: Using the terms interchangeably. 

✔️ The Correction: Hunger is an ongoing lack of adequate dietary energy, divided into chronic and

seasonal forms. Starvation is an acute, life-threatening physiological condition resulting from a complete

lack of food intake over an extended period. 

❌ Assuming the Green Revolution Benefited All Regions Equally: Writing that the Green

Revolution increased crop yields uniformly across India. 

✔️ The Correction: The initial benefits of the Green Revolution were concentrated primarily in Punjab,

Haryana, and Western Uttar Pradesh, and focused on wheat and rice. Production gains in other regions

and for coarse cereals developed more slowly. 

❌ Confusing the Direction of PDS Pricing: Stating that the government sells grain to ration shops at

the MSP. 

✔️ The Correction: The government purchases grain from farmers at the MSP and sells it to

consumers through ration shops at the lower, subsidized Issue Price. 

SECTION 14: QUICK REVISION NOTES

Food Security Definition: Universal access to food at all times via three dimensions: Availability,

Accessibility, and Affordability.

The Famine Target Factor: Famines lead to widespread mortality through starvation and associated

epidemics. The 1943 Bengal Famine remains India's most severe recorded food crisis.

Hunger Typologies: Chronic hunger stems from low incomes and long-term inadequate diets; seasonal

hunger tracks agricultural production cycles.

FCI Responsibility: The Food Corporation of India manages the procurement of surplus grains from

farmers at the Minimum Support Price (MSP) and maintains state storage reserves.

PDS Delivery Mechanism: Subsidized grain distribution through Fair Price Shops using targeted ration

cards (APL, BPL, Antyodaya).

NFSA 2013: Legally guarantees subsidized food grains to roughly two-thirds of India's population (75%

rural, 50% urban).

SECTION 15: ONE-PAGE SUMMARY

Food security is a multi-dimensional concept requiring that all people, at all times, have physical, social,

and economic access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food. It relies on three main pillars: Availability

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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(adequate national supply via domestic production, stocks, and imports), Accessibility (geographical and

social  reach  without  barriers),  and  Affordability  (financial  capacity  to  purchase  food).  Amartya  Sen

expanded this framework by introducing the concept of entitlements, highlighting an individual's practical

capacity to command food within their social context. When these dimensions break down—often due to

natural disasters like droughts or floods—food production falls, prices rise, and vulnerable groups face

the risk of starvation, which can escalate into a famine, as seen during the 1943 Bengal Famine.

To protect its population, India developed a comprehensive food security architecture after achieving

macro-level  food  self-sufficiency  through  the  Green  Revolution  of  the  late  1960s.  This  institutional

framework  relies  on  two  main  components  managed  by  the  central  government.  First,  the  Food

Corporation of India (FCI) builds a Buffer Stock by procuring surplus wheat and rice directly from farmers

at a pre-announced Minimum Support Price (MSP). Second, these grains are distributed to vulnerable

populations through the Public Distribution System (PDS), a network of approximately 5.5 lakh Fair Price

Shops. Over time, the PDS has shifted toward targeted programs like the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)

for the poorest households and the National Food Security Act (NFSA, 2013), which turned food security

into a legal right for roughly two-thirds of the population.
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SECTION 16: COMPREHENSIVE CHAPTER MIND MAP

                                  ┌───────────────────────────────┐
                                  │    FOOD SECURITY IN INDIA     │
                                  └───────────────┬───────────────┘
                                                  │

┌────────────────────────────────────────┼────────────────────────────────────────┐
         ▼                                        
▼                                        ▼
┌──────────────────┐                     ┌──────────────────┐                     
┌──────────────────┐
│  1. CORE PILLARS │                     │ 2. REVENUE LENS  │                     │3. 
DELIVERY FLOOD │
├──────────────────┤                     ├──────────────────┤                     
├──────────────────┤
│ • Availability:  │                     │ • Chronic Hunger:│                     │ • 
FCI: Procures  │
│   Production +   │                     │   Low income,    │                     │   
surplus grains │
│   Imports + Stock│                     │   poor quality.  │                     │   
via MSP.       │
│ • Accessibility: │                     │ • Seasonal: Tied │                     │ • 
Buffer Stock:  │
│   Physical reach │                     │   to harvest &    │                     
│   Maintains state│
│   without gaps.  │                     │   sowing cycles. │                     │   
grain reserves.│
│ • Affordability: │                     │ • Targets: SC/ST │                     │ • 
PDS: Network   │
│   Financial means│                     │   communities,   │                     │   
of Fair Price  │
│   to buy food.   │                     │   women, infants.│                     │   
Ration Shops.  │
└──────────────────┘                     └──────────────────┘                     
└──────────────────┘

SECTION 17: EXAM TIPS

Focus on the Core Dimensions: Questions often ask for an explanation of the three dimensions of food

security. Always list Availability, Accessibility, and Affordability, and provide a brief description of each.

Differentiate Key Price Concepts clearly: Ensure you do not confuse Minimum Support Price (MSP)

with Issue Price. Clearly state that MSP protects the producer (farmer), while the Issue Price assists the

consumer (poor households).

Use Specific Details for Government Schemes: When discussing government initiatives, mention

specific target groups and provisions—such as the 35 kg allocation for Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) or

the population coverage percentages (75% rural / 50% urban) under the National Food Security Act

(NFSA)—to demonstrate a precise understanding of the text.

• 

• 

• 
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